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“The great thing about 

SpecLink is that, due to its 

ease of use and reliability, I 

know that every project I do 

will be a high quality product.”

Jerry Tims
Associate Principal 
F&S Partners

The company that would become 
F&S Partners Incorporated was 
founded in 1962 by consolidat-
ing the existing practices of 
J. Herschel Fisher and Pat Y. 
Spillman under the name of 
Fisher and Spillman Architects. 
Since that time, the firm has 
grown to an average size of forty 
and has continued to attract 
design commissions successively 
larger in scope and technical 
complexity. In 1984, the name 
of the firm was changed to F&S 
Partners Incorporated in order to 
reflect the nature of the firm as 
a corporation headed by several 
principals. 

Since its founding, the firm 
has grown steadily under the 
philosophy that principals, project 
architects and support staff 
devote their time and attention 

Located in Dallas, Texas, F&S Partners offers 
professional services in architecture, interior 
design, and planning.    

to individual clients. This approach 
has resulted in a reputation for 
carefully crafted, well managed 
projects, and has continued to 
attract major clients interested 
in high levels of design quality, 
project management, and 
attention to client needs by 
the firm principals.

Architectural services include 
feasibility studies, facilities 
programming, project budgeting, 
scheduling, conceptual design, 
detailed design, construction 
documents, technical specifica-
tions, construction cost 
estimating, construction 
contracts, bid consultation and 
evaluation, lender inspection, 
construction administration, 
computer aided design and 
drafting (CADD), and facilities 
database management. 
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“With each job, I not only 
learn more about effective 
and efficient ways to use 
SpecLink, but also how to 
do a better job of writing 
specifications.”

Jerry Tims
Associate Principal 
F&S Partners

The Need:  In 2001 Jerry 
Tims, Associate Principal with 
F&S Partners, was just learning 
to write specifications for the 
firm.  He was using their word 
processing-based specifica-
tion writing system and found 
the process slow and ardu-
ous.  He recalls, “The ‘mas-
ters’ weren’t really masters, 
but rather edited sections that 
were simply saved to a central 
location.  It was not easy to tell 
which items should be added 
to the various sections.  This 
made the old system difficult 
to learn.” It was also time-con-
suming for both Tims and his 
boss.  Tims suggested they 
look at SpecLink.

The Solution:  “I think my 
boss got tired of ‘redlining’ my 
sections,” said Tims.  “That’s 
one of the reasons he agreed 
to give SpecLink a try.  With 
our old word processing sys-
tem, masters were created on 
the fly.  That meant they didn’t 
always include information that 
was applicable to a project type 
- especially if that information 
was different in the ‘master’ 
you opened.”  

With a true master file, such 
as the type SpecLink allows, 
the user doesn’t need to try 
to remember what sections 
should or should not be used.  
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SpecLink users also don’t need 
to worry about losing data 
that may have been deleted 
from previous word-process-
ing based office masters.  In 
SpecLink, all of the information 
is always available - nothing
is ever deleted.  To create 
the specification, you simply 
select data instead of deleting 
data.  “This has been a major 
time saver – we’ve easily 
reduced our spec writing time 
by at least 40 percent.  And 
it has reduced the stress of 
meeting tight project dead-
lines,” says Tims. 

The Outcome:   Tims was 
a novice spec writer when 
he began using SpecLink.  
He was able to learn the 
program by reading through 
the User’s Manual.   And 
he believes that with each 
specification he writes, he just 
gets better.  “With each job, 
I not only learn more about 
effective and efficient ways to 
use SpecLink, but also how to 
do a better job of writing speci-
fications.  SpecLink has taught 
me something on each and 
every job I have worked on.
And the great thing about 
SpecLink is that, due to its 
ease of use and reliability, I 
know that every project I do 
will be a high quality product.”

For more information on BSD SpecLink, contact Bryant Hendricks:  
bhendricks@bsdsoftlink.com

BSD SpecLink is a powerful specification writing, management and 
production system with built-in intelligence designed to dramatically speed 
up editing tasks and reduce specification production time while minimizing 
errors and omissions. Users’ project files are each maintained in a single 
database, rather than in multiple word processing files.  Several model 
projects are included that allow the user to start with a pre-edited set of 
complete specifications.  Because the master data is always visible and 
never deleted, it is easy to review project choices or select alternatives.  
Users can also import their own custom sections and/or create model 
projects specific to company or project-related requirements.
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